
Angels, Animals -- and You. 

God created angels before He created humans (see the flyer “What are Angels?”). He gave 
angels free will – just as He gave us free will to obey or reject His loving laws. Lucifer 
(described as the most beautiful angel) was proud and wanted to be worshipped (Isaiah 
14:12-13), so rebelled against God. One-third of the angels joined Lucifer in rebellion - 
becoming demons, ever since, fighting God and His plan.  

Angels and fallen angels (demons) have no bodies, but have souls (minds, emotions and will), and are 
eternal spirits that will live forever. Angels do God’s will and will spend eternity in heaven: “in heaven, angels 
always see the face of my Father.” (Matthew 18:10) Demons and Satan will be punished in hell, eternally, 
for rebelling against God: “the devil… was thrown into the lake of fire…where the beast and false prophet 
were…tormented day and night forever and ever.” (Revelation 20:10).   

What about Animals, Fish, Birds, Insects?    
Animals, birds, etc., have bodies and souls (mind, emotion and will). They have brains and 
instincts for amazing abilities such as migration and nest-building. Many animals, birds, fish, and 
insects display emotions like fear, and appear to make willful actions: for food, to avoid danger, 
maintain a territory, etc. But God does not say that they have eternal spirits. 

Humans are made in the image of God, so we have 3 parts: body (flesh), soul, spirit. 

1st part of us: Flesh. Flesh-driven people are controlled by lusts (e.g., toddlers or addicts), which cause sin: “Do not let 
sin reign in your body so that you obey the body’s lusts” (Romans 6:12). They often act from lust (e.g., for food) and 
react with little thought - hitting out, saying unkind things, etc. “It is worldly people, with no Spirit, who cause divisions.” 
(Jude 1:19) 

2nd part of us: Soul. Soul-driven people are worldly: “The soul…desires evil” (Proverb 21:10), including unsaved and 
newly saved people who have not yet learned to live in line with God’s word. Our soul has 3 parts: mind, emotion & will.  
A soul-driven person’s mind is controlled by emotions, creating a will to do rebellious things.  

3rd part of us: Spirit. Spirit-led people are discontent with worldly things; they want God. Our human spirit has 3 parts: 
conscience, a desire to worship, and intuition:    
Our conscience is the voice of God inside us (Romans 1:12): His standard of right and wrong: “our boast is the 
testimony of our conscience… not earthly wisdom” (2nd Corinthians 1:12). Conscience guides people to know what is 
right - even if we don’t do it. 

Our desire to worship can draw us to God: “he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him” (1 Corinthians 
6:17). But our effort to fulfill this desire is often falsely done by worshipping a sports team, ourselves, money, a celebrity, 
etc: “they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the created rather than the Creator” 
(Romans 1:25). 

Our intuition is God-supplied, divine knowledge about God and from Him. It doesn’t come from evidence or logic: “He 
lavished upon us wisdom, making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose” (Ephesians 1:8). 
Intuition guides us in specific situations. 

ONLY humans are “created in God’s image;” we have body, soul, and spirit: Body is Christ the Son (John 1:14), Soul 
is in God the Father (Psalm 11:5), and Spirit is The Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:2, and 1 Peter 1:12). This is commonly known 
as the Trinity.  



What is the Trinity? Trinity means “three:” God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - three roles in one 
being, who always existed, work together, and love each other. It’s a mystery, poorly explained 
using the aspects of water, which can change to ice, steam, or liquid – but never cease to exist. 
▪ The Father PLANS all things (Isaiah 46:9-10).
▪ The Son EXECUTES the Father’s plans (Ephesians 2:10).
▪ The Spirit gives COUNSEL in all things and bestows abilities (1 Cor 12,14). Our Founders based the US government’s
three branches on the Trinity: Congress as PLANNER legislates plans, laws, and budgets; President as EXECUTIVE
enacts legislation according to the laws & budget; and Supreme Court JUSTICES ensure that laws are applied correctly.

The Holy Spirit joins our human spirit when we accept Christ as savior. Then we get desire to be led by the spirit, 
not our body or soul: “If Christ is in you, the body is dead be- cause of sin, but the Spirit is life” (Romans 8:10 and13). 
With this new spirit, we grow in knowledge of God, can see sinful, soulful impulses, and reject them. Yet we’ll still have 
and be tempted by sin: “…I do the very thing I hate… It’s not I who do it, but the sin within me.” (Romans 7:14-17) 

When we choose to let our spirit lead us, we stop being wrongly directed by our soul’s worldly mind, emotion, and 
will. We will instead prefer words and actions which are wise, guided by our spirit, for the benefit of God’s plan.  

Our first choice is to accept Jesus as Savior, and then receive the Holy Spirit into our spirit, to enable us to overcome 
lusts of our body and soul.  

Our second choice is to identify when it’s our soul or spirit leading us: when you go to say or do anything, don’t ask 
yourself, “Is it good or bad?” because the soul can convince us that anything is OK. Instead, ask: “Am I led by my soul or 
spirit?” To see the difference, here’s an example:  
     You see something you like, you consider it awhile, then you decide to buy it. Your emotion is used since you like it, 
your mind is used as you consider it, and your will is used when you decide to buy it. So, your whole soul is used. But 
when you go to buy it, something in you protests, “No – don’t buy it!”  This is your spirit, telling you to not be controlled by 
your soul. Can you recall a time that happened? Did you ignore the warning? God doesn’t want you to give up your 
mind, emotion, or will; He created them to be used wisely, but the Enemy will try to use them against you. But you ARE 
free of the Enemy’s control after accepting Jesus as Savior.  
     It’s your choice. While interacting with others, you can practice new ways of thinking, speaking, and acting - being 
guided by the Spirit, as God wants – transforming both soul and spirit into ways that please Him and improve daily life. 
The Bible assures us that each part of us can please God: “May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:23). 

As we practice this new life, the third choice to avoid control by Satan is: when we’re about to speak or do 
something and we don’t sense peace about it: we should STOP. Regardless of whether it’s “good” or “bad,” ask, 
“Am I in the spirit or the fleshy soul? – am I doing this myself alone or with the Lord?”  

Our new spirit will guide us to enjoy trying to please God in all that we say and do: “He died for all, that those who live 
should live for Him.” (2nd Corinthians 5:15). You can be free in heart, even if you feel like you’re stuck in a less than 
satisfactory relationship, job, or home. You won’t be “…captive to the law of sin that dwells in my body” (Romans 7:23). 

God, the Trinity, said in Genesis: “Let us make man in our image.” 

He never said that about angels or animals -- only about us humans. What a privilege, to represent God. 
You are unique, made in His image and loved so much that He died for you.  
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